	

	


E-News June 2005
Here is your update on the TACA (TALK ABOUT CURING AUTISM) Group for June 2005 - #2. As always, email your thoughts and/or questions. I want to make this e-newsletter informative for you. Let me know your thoughts on how I can improve it.

If this email is NEW to you and you don't recognize the name... WELCOME! These emails happen two to four times a month for the Southern California autism support group called TACA. As always, email your thoughts and/or questions to tacanow@cox.net. I want to make this e-newsletter informative for you. Let me know your thoughts on how I can improve it.
Talk About Curing Autism (TACA) provides general information of interest to the autism community. The information comes from a variety of sources and TACA does not independently verify any of it. The views expressed herein are not necessarily TACA’s. We focus on parent information and support, parent mentoring, dietary intervention, the latest in medical research, special education law, reviews of the latest treatments, and many other topics relating to Autism. Our main goal is to build our community so we can connect, share and support each other. TACA has an official web site at: www.tacanow.com
In This Month's Edition of TACA e-news:
1. Schedule change 

2. Meeting schedule for all TACA locations 

3. Next Call to Action 

4. Evidence of Harm update – its not too late to join the fun! 



1. Speaker Change for Tomorrow June 11th 
KATHY WARD – SPEAKER SELECTED FOR “HEALTH INSURANCE REIMBURSEMENT TIPS & TRICKS” WILL BE RESCHEDULED (due to she has been exposed to Measles.) WE ARE SORRY FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE THIS HAS CAUSED YOU. WE WILL RESCHEDULE THIS EVENT AT ANOTHER TIME. Please see revised schedule and an additional call to ACTION. 



2. Meeting Schedule
Costa Mesa (Orange County):
	Date: 
	Meets the 2nd Saturday of each month 

	Time: 
	1:00-4:00 pm 

	Location: 
	Vineyard Newport Church / Christian Fellowship – 102 Baker St. East, Costa Mesa 

	Directions: 
	Off the 405 freeway exit Bristol, go SOUTH, turn left on Baker. Turn left on the 55 freeway access road and make the first right info the church parking lot. 

	Information: 
	please contact Lisa Ackerman via email at tacanow@cox.net

	Child care: 
	We are sorry. This is not offered at this time. 

	Note: 
	This is a non-faith based group. Please do not contact the church for info about TACA. 


	 

	•
	June 11, 2005:
	TWO TOPICS 
1) What happened at the Autism One conference in Chicago and the latest Ads / Action to Action updates by Lisa Ackerman
2) SUPPORT ROUND TABLE! Anything and everything to do with support and sharing information by Diane Gallant (TOPIC CHANGE AGAIN!)

	 
	  
	· Time: 1:00 pm- 4:00 pm 

· Fee: Free – no RSVP required 

· Location: Vineyard Newport Church 102 E. Baker Costa Mesa 

	 

	•
	June 25, 2005:
	Dr Jerry Kartzinel – The Latest in Biomedical Treatments for ASD THIS SEMINAR IS ALMOST SOLD OUT! REGISTER SOON!!!

	 
	  
	Our annual fundraiser for hosting Dr Jerry for TACA families is here! Be a part of this special presentation and hear the latest in biomedical research. 

· Presented by: Dr Jerry Kartzinel - www.icdrc.org 

· Time: 10:00am- 4:00 pm 
(lunch on your own) 

· Fee: $28 per person / $45 per couple – ONSITE REGISTRATION $35!!
Register online via TACA’s website with a credit card http://www.tacanow.com/shop.htm 

· Location: Vineyard Newport Church 102 E. Baker, Costa Mesa 

	 

	•
	July 9, 2005:
	Social Skills & Autism (Topic / date change)

	 
	  
	This presentation be provided in two parts. Part one will start with a general overview on social skills will all attendees. Part two will divide the audience into 2 groups: Group 1 – higher functioning & verbal spectrum kids ages 6+. Group 2 – will be younger spectrum kids <6 years and all non verbal spectrum children. 

· Presented by: Autism Spectrum Consultants – Jessica Postil & Staff 

· Time: 1:00 pm- 4:00 pm 

· Fee: Free – no RSVP required 

· Location: Vineyard Newport Church 102 E. Baker, Costa Mesa 

	 

	•
	August 13, 2005:
	SUPER SATURDAY! TWO MEETINGS / TWO LOCATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM!

	  
	  
	Health Insurance Reimbursement Tips & Tricks by Kathy Ward (tentative date)
· Time: 1:00 pm- 4:00 pm 

· Fee: Free – no RSVP required 

· Location: Vineyard Newport Church 102 E. Baker Costa Mesa 

Gluten Free / Casein Free COOKING CLASS & Education – by Lisa Ackerman 

· Time: 2:00 pm- 5:00 pm 

· Fee: $25 per person / $40 per couple - RSVP required 

· Register online via TACA’s website with a credit card http://www.tacanow.com/shop.htm or RSVP or via mail 

· Please be sure to include: name, address, email & phone #. NO walk ins can be accepted. 

· Location: Sur La Table 832 Avocado Ave , Newport Beach, CA 92660 

· NO ONSITE REGISTRATION WILL BE PROVIDED 

	 

	•
	September 10, 2005: Dr Christine Majors – Child Neuro-psychologists 

	 
	  
	Her important discussion will review:
- What is in a standardized test and outside evaluations? Why are they important? Where should you start? The discussion will include important observations about district and regional center testing. 

· Time: 1:00 pm- 4:00 pm 

· Fee: Free – no RSVP required 

· Location Vineyard Newport Church 102 E. Baker Costa Mesa 

	 

	•
	September 25, 2005: TACA’s 2nd Annual Picnic & Fundraiser 

	 
	  
	· Time: 11:00am – 4:00pm 

· Location: Camp James in Irvine, CA 

· Fee: required / early registration recommended 

· Registration & info at: http://www.tacanow.com/picnic2005.htm 

	 


West Hills (the Valley):
	Date: 
	Typically meets the 1st Sunday of each month 

	Time: 
	7:00pm-9:00pm 

	Location: 
	Jumping Genius – 22750 Roscoe Blvd West Hills, CA (the corner of Roscoe Blvd & Fallbrook Ave) 

	Information: 
	Please contact Moira Giammetteo at moira@netzero.net or Cathy Beier at cgbeier@earthlink.net

	Child care: 
	This is not offered at this time, sorry. Because of liability insurance limitations of the donated facility there are no exceptions to this policy, we are sorry. 


· July 10   - ( DATE CHANGE DUE TO HOLIDAY) - Sarit Ariam - Special Ed Attorney - IDEA Changes: How they Affect You - How to Navigate the New Maze of Special Eduation and Still Get the Services Your Child Needs 

· August 7 - Safety and Autism - Moira Giammatteo 

· Sept 11 - ( DATE CHANGE DUE TO HOLIDAY) - Mainstreaming/Inclusion - Cathy Beier 

San Diego:
	Date: 
	Typically meets the fourth Tuesday of each month 

	Time: 
	6:30pm-9:00pm 

	Location: 
	NEW LOCATION AS OF April 2005 Rancho Bernardo Community Presbyterian Church - 17010 Pomerado Road, San Diego, CA 92128 - Rooms 22 A&B 

	Note: 
	We have no affiliation to the church, so please do not contact them regarding our group. 

	Information: 
	Please contact Becky Estepp restepp@sbcglobal.net or Mary Fry mfry1@san.rr.com

	Child care: 
	This is NOW available. We only offer childcare WITH RESERVATIONS. If you do not have reservations we will have to turn you away. For more information please contact Becky Estepp restepp@sbcglobal.net. 


· June 28 - Author Christina Adams offers TACA members a look at her new book “ A Real Boy: A True Story of Autism, Early Intervention and Recovery” (Berkley/Penguin, May 2005). She discusses the struggles and joys of the recovery process, how her son passed a kindergarten-readiness test with no sign of autism detected, and how a new doctor refused to believe he’d ever been diagnosed. 
Christina Adams is the author of A Real Boy: A True Story of Autism, Early Intervention and Recovery (Berkley Books, May 2005) and a commentator for National Public Radio’s Day to Day. Her work has appeared in the Los Angeles Times Magazine, The Los Angeles Times, Brain Child Magazine, Alligator Juniper, Kaleidoscope and Appalachian Heritage, among others. She hosts a show on the Autism One internet radio network. 
Medical publications she has edited include “The Cornerstone Method: IQ Rise Found in Treated PDD children” with author and psychiatrist Dr. Gilbert Kliman. 
Christina served as editor of The Pentagram (the newspaper of the Pentagon), and worked in communications and public relations for the federal government and aerospace and insurance industries. After she obtained a Master of Fine Arts (Creative Writing) degree in 2000, her son was diagnosed with autism. She assembled and ran a cutting-edge educational and biomedical treatment program for him, as described in A Real Boy. He is now in a regular school, has friends and tests above age level in speech and I.Q. 

Order now on www.amazon.com. Or visit Christina Adams’ website at www.christinaadamswriter.com. 

· July 26 - Amy Langerman "Lawyer vs. Advocate--A dual to the finish"  

· Aug - no meeting 

· Sept. 27 - Chelation and alternative detoxification methods for ASD children Chelation is often a controversial but recommended treatment plan for ASD children who are tested as metals toxic. For as many reports which cite chelation as an alternative practice, Autism Research Institute (ARI) cites chelation to be by far the most recommended biomedical treatment protocol by thousands of parents surveyed this past year. Several recent studies have also outlined that many ASD children have a defect in removing toxic metals from their bodies and should consider treatments that help boost and enable detox. This presentation will review many of the commonly prescribed and natural chelation remedies available today. (This will include: DMPS, DMSA, ALA, Glutathione, and other over the counter supplements used today for chelation and detox.)
Presented by: Dr. Kurt Woeller – Stillpoint Health www.biohealthcenters.com 
Dr. Woeller is a DAN (Defeat Autism Now) Doctor since 1999. 

· October 25 - Siri Andrews --Social Stories for Autism Spectrum Disorders 

· November 29 - Speaker to be announced 

· December - no meeting 

Corona ( Inland Empire):
	Date: 
	Meets the 3rd Saturday of each month 

	Time: 
	1:30 pm -4:30 pm  (NOTE NEW TIME!) 

	Location: 
	NEW LOCATION AS OF 2/1/2005: Autism Behavior Consultants 1880 Town & Country Road Building B-101 Norco, CA 92860 - Located off the 15 Freeway (Take 2 nd street or 6 th street exit) Off Hamner 

	Phone: 
	951-737-9779 (Note, TACA is not affiliated with ABC.) 

	Information: 
	Please contact Christy Crider via email at christycrider@comcast.net . 

	  
	Mailing address for TACA Inland Empire is : 1539 Iris Grove Drive, Corona, CA 92881 

	Child care: 
	This is not offered at this time, sorry. 


· June 18 - Testing & Assessments – by Dr. Christine Majors
Dr. Majors is a Child Neuropsychologist specializing in autism and other disabilities. Her important discussion will review:
- What is in a standardized test and outside evaluations? Why are they important? Where should you start? The discussion will include important observations about district and regional center testing. 

Torrance ( Los Angeles area):
	Date: 
	Meets the 3rd Monday of each month 

	Time: 
	6:30pm - 9:00pm 

	Location: 
	Whole Foods Market - 2655 Pacific Coast Hiway - Torrance (@ the Rolling Hills Shopping Center) 

	Information: 
	Please contact Beth Muholland via email at bethandkenm@msn.com

	Child care: 
	This is not offered at this time, sorry. 


Visalia ( Tulare County):
	Date: 
	3rd Wednesday of month 

	Time: 
	6:00-6:30pm “Happy Hour” with GFCF Snacks & Coffee for Support
6:30-8:30pm is the education portion with a speaker 

	Location: 
	Kaweah Delta Multi-Service Center Auditorium, 402 W. Acequia, Visalia. 

	Information: 
	Please contact Lynne Arnold via email at lsarnold@earthlink.net

	Child care: 
	We are sorry, they are not offered at this time. 


· Wednesday, June 15, 2005 
Sensory Integration - Jennifer L. Hoffiz, of Pleasanton¹s Sensory Integration Center 

· Wednesday, July 20, 2005 
Working with the Regional Center: Your Rights Under the Lanterman Act - Enid Perez, Attorney; Kay Spencer, Advocate, of the Office of Client Rights. 

NEWLY ADDED SUPPORT & COFFEE TALK 
Time: Every Tuesday morning, 9-11 a.m. 

Location: Visalia Coffee Company, 129 E. Main St., Visalia 

Santa Rosa:
	Date: 
	Meets the 2 nd Tuesday of every month 

	Time: 
	7:00-8:30 p.m. 

	Location: 
	Swain Center at 795 Farmers Lane, Suite 27, Santa Rosa, CA 

	Information: 
	For more info: David Stillman – email at DDaveraider@aol.com

	Child care: 
	We are sorry, they are not offered at this time. 


Santa Rosa schedule: 

· July - Julie Griffith Neurologist DAN Dr . 

· August - Devin Houston PhD HNI 

· December - Lisa Ackerman (we hope!) 



3) Call To Action: 

For June 9th, stop calls to the White House and call Congress!  
All calls should now be going to Members of Congress to:
a) promote Congressman Weldon's bill HR # 881

b) Make sure they have located their magazine with all the ads that we dropped on Tuesday.  

Information below.

June 8th - EOH Day was just fabulous!  David Kirby's book SKYROCKETED through the numbers at Amazon and Barnes and Noble to reach the top of the charts!.  Leslie Weed...GREAT JOB! Generation Rescue had a GIGANTIC spectacular ad comparing mercury and autism in the New York Times. Keep telling your co-workers, neighbors, family, etc to get a copy.  Keep it up.  No reason to stop now!  We got it past Oprah for goodness sake!

AMAZING job with calling the White House for the last two days.  We are getting reports that they are tired of answering the phone, that our giving out these numbers is inappropriate, that some people are getting through and having really decent conversations and that one lady had a stack a couple of inches thick in her lap of faxes from you all from just one fax machine.  GREAT JOB everyone!

After a conversation with the White House this morning we are asking that you hold calls to the White House numbers and flank Congress for today.  We asked the White House to get back with us by tomorrow morning and that we still want President Bush to issue an Executive Order banning the use of mercury in vaccines for children and pregnant women. 

We will let you know when to let it rip again or if we get an answer this time.

JUNE 9th & 10th Send all your calls to Your Congressman and both Senators

Capitol Hill Operator: 202-224-3121

Ask for the Senior Health Staffer's name.

(Not an intern or junior staffer)

Get their fax numbers and fax them a letter to let them know your opinions about HR 881

and which ads you want to run in their district. 

 HR 881 has been introduced by Rep. Dave Weldon (R-Fl) and Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-NY).   

Ask your congressperson to co-sponsor this bill and ask your Senators to introduce a companion bill in the Senate. HR 881 focuses on banning vaccines for children and pregnant women that contain more than 1 mcg of mercury. Some vaccines still contain 25 mcg of mercury. Currently the bill has 35 co-sponsors. 

Check the list and if your member of Congress has signed on. 

  If they have, thank them and leave them alone.

To review the bill and the list of co-sponsors http://thomas.loc.gov/  (Type in HR 881) 

In our meeting on May 16th, the CDC estimated 20 Million children and pregnant women would receive flu 
vaccines in the 2005-2006 season. They have only ordered   6 - 8 Million mercury-free versions of the vaccine.

So approximately 12 - 14 Million children and pregnant women could receive doses of mercury 
exceeding EPA safety limits for anyone under 500 pounds.

  How many children and fetuses weigh 500 pounds?

Find your Congressman at www.house.gov.

Find your Senator at www.senate.gov.

Points on HR 881 below.

Keep Pressing On Toward the Goal.

THANKS!  Unlocking Autism & NVIC

To review the bill:  http://thomas.loc.gov/Type in HR 881 

In 1999 the Public Health Service and the American Academy of Pediatrics recommended removal of thimerosal from child vaccines. Five years later, thimerosal (50% mercury) remains in childhood vaccines. Last year, the CDC recommended that children receive the flu vaccine without recommending that infants and pregnant women get only the mercury-free dose.

 ---The EPA found that 1-in-6 infants are born with a blood mercury level above the level considered safe by the EPA. Furthermore, the Food and Drug Administration and the EPA have warned pregnant women and young children to limit their consumption of certain fish in order to reduce mercury exposures.

The Legislation:
· Requires that beginning with the 2006/07 flu season, the flu shots for children under age three and pregnant women may not contain more than 1 microgram (mcg) of mercury; 

· Requires that beginning with the 2007/08 flu season, the flu shots for children under age six and pregnant women may not contain more than 1mcg of mercury; 

· Requires by July 1, 2006, all other routinely administered childhood vaccines, may not contain more than 1mcg of mercury and on Jan 1, 2009, all pediatric, adolescent and adult vaccines that contain more than 1mcg of mercury are banned; 

· Expresses the Sense of the Congress that the CDC should incorporate into its vaccine promotion messages, a recommendation against administering a mercury-containing vaccine to pregnant women. 



4) "Evidence of Harm" Book Drive Update
THANKS TO EVERYONE that participated in Evidence of Harm (EOH) Day by David Kirby on June 8th. Amazon.com and Barnes & Noble.com listed in top 25 and top 10 from the 500’s. On Amazon the book enjoyed a 2700% increase in a single day! We hope to see this book on the NY Times Bestseller list by this weekend.

It is NOT TO LATE TO BUY THE BOOK!! Please do so by Saturday, June 11 th. This comes from a parent on the EVIDENCE OF HARM EMAIL LIST . 
(AND PLEASE BUY EVIDENCE OF HARM BY DAVID KIRBY AND READ IT!!  THIS WEEK!!)
Barnes & Noble has the cheapest price http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbninquiry.asp?userid=jd3n2EcBBR&cds2Pid=5576&isbn=0312326440
This is an important email. Please take 5 minutes to read, watch & buy the book EVIDENCE OF HARM. 

It takes a few minutes to load but please watch it and forward it on.

NOW FOR THE VIDEO:
http://www.peakwriting.com/squareparttwohiq.mpg

Remember: Be patient it takes a little time to download this. 

============================================== 

SORRY FOR the last minute changes and schedule updates. Some things are just out of my control. A more in-depth TACA Enews will come out NEXT WEEK.

Hugs, thanks, and be SAFE,
Lisa A Jeff's mom 

And Editor: Kim Palmer (thanks Kim!)
	Web Page for TACA Group: www.tacanow.com
check it out and let me know your thoughts at TACAnow@cox.net
Talk About Curing Autism (TACA) provides general information of interest to the autism community. The information comes from a variety of sources and TACA does not independently verify any of it. The views expressed herein are not necessarily TACA’s. TACA does not engage in lobbying or other political activities.

IF YOU DO NOT WANT TO RECEIVE THESE EMAILS, just respond and I will be happy to remove you from the list. EMAIL ADDRESS IS: tacanow@cox.net.

P.S. TACA e-news is now sent to 1,732 people! 
(This number represents families – 95%, and the rest are professionals.) 


