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Dear
Friends
Back in October 2000, an email was shared to invite families to the first TACA meeting for families 
living with autism that would take place in November. That one email has sparked families to find 
other like-minded parents to find hopeful treatments and therapies for their children.

Since that very first meeting, TACA has grown from having touched the lives of 10 families to 
almost 48,000 nationwide. Thousands of meetings have been held by volunteers across the 
United States utilizing the same principles of driving families to effective therapies & treatments. 
One thing we didn’t expect was the need for community and with TACA we all found our 
community of strong parents. All of this started from my little living room.

The families we serve continue to motivate TACA staff and volunteers to deliver programs and 
services. When TACA began as an organization, autism affected 1 in every 1,000 children. Today 
autism affects 1 in every 68 children.

TACA’s objective remains to provide education, support, and empowerment to the families of 
children diagnosed with autism, and to allow all individuals diagnosed with autism the prospect 
of a best future possible, with the hope of recovery.  At TACA, we continue to provide programs 
that ensure families affected by autism have access to the support, treatments and therapies 
they need to live quality lives.

TACA’s success would not be possible without the selfless dedication and generosity of over 500 
volunteers that every day deliver TACA’s mission to families in need.  The thousands of donors 
across the country that continue to support our good work and the countless unheralded friends 
that are always there.  Because of this extraordinary team of people who believe in our mission, 
TACA continues to take every step possible to assist families, wherever they are on their journey 
of autism.

We still have tremendous work ahead of us, to ensure that all families living with autism have the 
tools they need. But with the steadfast commitment of our community, we will continue to fight 
to provide compassionate support for all children and families living with autism.   

With deep gratitude, 

Lisa Ackerman
Executive Director





Year Established     2000

Executive Director     Lisa Ackerman

Employees     14 Paid Staff Members (10 Full-time, 3 Part-time)

Volunteer Contributions     Over 500 Volunteers Delivering TACA’s Mission

Clients Served     48,000 Families Served

Programs Offered

Website     www.tacanow.org

Social Media

Major Annual Events

Monthly Meetings & Coffee Talks
Parent Empowerment and Support	
Autism Youth Ambassadors
Parent Mentor Program
Autism Education Events and
Conferences

9th Annual Ante Up for Autism
TACA National Conference

Facebook: talkaboutcuringautism

Autism Journey Guides  and Blueprints
Website, E-Newsletters and Event Listings
Scholarship Programs
Education, Outreach and Services in 
Spanish
Legal Advocacy	

12th Annual TACA Family Picnic
Gladiator Rock ‘N Run

Twitter: @tacafoundation

At a 
glance
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Board
of directors

Physician
Advisory

Dr David Berger

Dr Dan Rossignol

Dr Elizabeth Mumper

Dr Robert sears

Dr Richard Frye

Dr Cindy Schneider

Dr Nancy O’Hara

Dr anju usman

Glen Ackerman Keith Banning

Patrick Mcilvain

Lisa Ackerman

Elizabeth McCoy

Dan Carney

Robby Saggu



Mission & Vision
Statement

Our mission

Talk About Curing Autism (TACA) is a national non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization 
dedicated to educating, empowering, and supporting families affected by autism.  
For families who have just received the autism diagnosis, TACA aims to speed up 
the cycle time from the autism diagnosis to effective treatments. TACA helps to 
strengthen the autism community by connecting families and the professionals 
who can help them, allowing them to share stories and information to improve the 
quality of life for people with autism.

Our Vision

TACA believes in early diagnosis, intensive therapies and medical intervention for 
children affected by autism. Through early intervention, medical treatment unique 
to each person’s needs and necessary support services for families, many children 
can improve greatly and some can recover from their autistic symptoms. We believe 
the future is not defined for many children affected by autism. Hope and recovery is 
possible. 

Mission & Vision
Statement

Our mission

Talk About Curing Autism (TACA) is a national non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization 
dedicated to educating, empowering, and supporting families affected by autism.  
For families who have just received the autism diagnosis, TACA aims to speed up 
the cycle time from the autism diagnosis to effective treatments. TACA helps to 
strengthen the autism community by connecting families and the professionals 
who can help them, allowing them to share stories and information to improve the 
quality of life for people with autism.

Our Vision

TACA believes in early diagnosis, intensive therapies and medical intervention for 
children affected by autism. Through early intervention, medical treatment unique 
to each person’s needs and necessary support services for families, many children 
can improve greatly and some can recover from their autistic symptoms. We believe 
the future is not defined for many children affected by autism. Hope and recovery is 
possible. 





Statements of
Financial Position

See Independent Auditor's Report and Notes to Financial Statements
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2015 2014
 REVENUE

General Contributions  $    820,058 861,141$    
Special event revenue 575,442$    537,788$    
Direct benefit expenses (183,995)$   (145,904)$   

Net special event revenue 391,447$    391,884$    

Program revenues 75,623$       49,259$       

Product sales 22,673$       20,838$       
Less cost of goods sold (16,165)$     (16,615)$     

6,508$         4,223$         

In-kind contributions 250,931$    280,215$    
Other 571$            381$            

Total revenue 1,545,138$ 1,587,103$ 

Costs of services
Program 1,139,759$ 1,118,321$ 
Supporting services

Administrative 110,879$    107,531$    
Fundraising 266,560$    270,907$    

Total Supportng services 377,439$    378,438$    

Total costs of services 1,517,198$ 1,496,759$ 

(Decrease)increase in net assets 27,940$       90,344$       

TALK ABOUT CURING AUTISM
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2015 and 2014



Statements of
activities

See Independent Auditor's Report and Notes to Financial Statements
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2015 2014
CURRENT ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents 282,562$    212,414$    
Investments 2,941$         3,733$         
Accounts receivable, net 82,464$       115,212$    
Inventories -$             2,000$         
Prepaid expenses and other assets 20,746$       14,303$       
Fixed/Intangible assets, net 33,570$       18,991$       

TOTAL ASSETS 422,283       366,653       

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 81,837$       56,617$       
Other liabilities 19,973$       17,503$       

Total Liabilities 101,810$    74,120$       

Unrestricted 243,919$    232,176$    
Temporarily restricted 76,554$       60,357$       

Total Net Assets 320,473$    292,533$    
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 422,283$    366,653$    

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

TALK ABOUT CURING AUTISM
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

ASSETS

DECEMBER 31, 2015 AND 2014

December 31,



50,000+

Warne Family Charitable 
Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999

DevTo Support Foundation

Hawaii Autism Foundation

KROQ

$10,000 - $24,999

Algonot, LLC

Answers for Autism

Autism Hope Alliance/Enzymedica

Brain Science Technologies

Dan and Vicki Carney

Elizabeth C. McCoy, Attorney At 
Law

Festival of Children Foundation, 

Inc.

Gita and Anurag Gupta

Hoag Memorial Hospital 

Presbyterian

inhouseIT, Inc.

IonCleanse by AMD

Ira and Anita Hermann

Ivo Tjan

Josh Spey er

Keith and Denise Banning

Kim, Yang-Uk

Ladan and Vafa Rakshani

Manny Khoshbin

Master Supplements

Mendability

Microsemi

Preston and Rachel McKellar

Ready at Dawn Studios

Ronald McDonald House
Charities of Southern California

Summertime, Inc

The Allyn Foundation, Inc.

Thomas and Julie Stewart

Well Amy, LLC

$5,000 - $9,999

Adams & Associates, APLC

AERSERV

Arylessence Foundation Inc

Autism Spectrum Consultants Inc

Beacon Day School

Benjamin and Leyda Bequer

Benjamin Bequer and Olga Avila 

Biome Restoration Ltd

Capital Group

CellPoint

Donald L. Schoellerman Living 
Trust

Duane and Amy Jensen

Gladiator Events, LLC

Golden State Foods Foundation

Goldman, Sachs & Co.

Happy Family Brands

Jimmies Golf

Kurt and Tammi Belcher

Live Nation

Michael and Carole Stanley

Midwest Insurance Co.

Miracle Foundation Fund

Norman & Susan Abazoris 
Foundation

Operation Jack Autism
Foundation

Pacific Life Foundation

Patricia Cross

Ride for Autism

Robby and Bina Saggu

Rodney and Diane Sawyer

Sean and Emily Norton

Steve and Laurie Duncan

The Allergan Foundation

The Rev. Takie Okumura Family 
Fund

The William & Sue Gross Family 
Foundation

Windes & McLaughry

$2,500 - $4,999

Alderson Family Foundation

American Advisors Group

American Advocacy Group

Anabel Franco

Andrew and Beth Gerhart

Aram Minasian

B.I.G. Autism Foundation, Inc

Braden Business Solutions

Brain Treatment Center

Brainchild Nutritionals

Brian and Maryam Danesh Wayy

Bridle Ridge Homeowners

California Psychcare, Inc

Chris Bull

Creative Behavior Interventions

Dick and Patty Chatham

Doug and Victoria Banning

Fair Ways for Youth

First Harvest Foundation Trust

Friends of Hawaii Charities, Inc

George Ohsiek Jr

Got-Autism, LLC

Great Plains Laboratory, Inc

Donor Honor Roll



Heavenly Heat

Houston Enzymes

Jonathan and Celena Hallstead

Kohl’s Department Stores

Kre Associates

Lanier Rossignol

Lindamood-Bell Learning 
Processes

Mark and Pamela Alteri

Mark, Elizabeth and Gwen Adams

Michael Cunningham

Michael Reese Enterprises, Inc.

Mike and Sally Dvorak

Mike Ottman

Moleculera Labs

Morgan Stanley

Newmeyer & Dillion, LLP

NFL Foundation

NourishLife, LLC

Oxygen Oasis Hyperbaric 
Wellness Center

Pat and Stephanie McIlvain

Robert Nghiem

Roosters Foundation of Orange 
County

Scott, Anna and Aaron Blum

Spoiled Rotten Photography

T&D Employee Contributions

Tammy and Adam Devine

The Colton Company

The Lapin Foundation, Inc.

Triple Fun Racing, LLC

West Covina Firefighters 
Association

Whole Foods Market

William and Joan Bettencourt

Yoga Silverlake, LLC

$1,000 - $2,499

A Major Difference

Adam and Melissa Ontiveros

ADP

Amazon Smile Foundation

Andrew L Moore

Andy Oshay

Ariam Attorney at Law, Sarit

Artic Services

Autism Home Design

Benefit Planning Consultant, LLC

Birch Valuation, LLC

Dr Bob and Cheryl Sears

Bob and Kris Graff

Bob Danielson

Breads for Anna

Bruce and Sandra Zinck

Bryan Family Dentistry PC

BSA Troop 143

Burman’s Pharmacy

Carl and Rona Loweth

Carolyn Gammicchia

Center School

Charles and Stephanie Austgen

Charles and Stephanie Doucette

Christopher and Melody Benbow

Commercial Team Construction, 
LLC

CompuVac Industries

Corganic

Daniel Ponce

Darcy Ramler

Daren and Gina Lipinsky

Darrin and Courtney Norton

Dax and Denise Cross

Deina Walsh

Diane Myer

Dominic and Cyndy Rondinella

Don and Min Farrell

E. Robert and Manjit Erdey

Enterprise Holdings Foundation

Ernie and Linda Brodie

Evelyn Delores Anderson

Fausto Relis Real Estate

Georgia Power

Glen and Lisa Ackerman

Grit Fitness Centers, Inc.

Guido Sarnachiaro

Heimbinder Family
Foundation

Hopewell Pharmacy

IHSS Advocates, LLC

Indianapolis Colts, Inc.

J Michael Cunningham

Jackie and Lance Million

James Everett

James Sanders

Jennifer and Michael Kite

Joan McCullough

Joe and Pamela Felice

Jose and Anna Pompa

Joseph and Katherine
Castucci FOU

Joseph C. Hadsell

Kasey Clevenger

Katharine T. Emmet

Kathleen R. Cocks

Kerry and Elke Belcher

Kevin and Diane Maloney

Kevin O’Neil

Donor Honor Roll



Kevin Weatherly

Kicks 4 Kids Inc

Kimberton Whole Foods, Inc.

Kirkman Group, Inc.

KOL, LLC

Kyle Lorenz

L & L Erickson Farms, Inc.

Lance McBride

Larry and Christine Ford

Lucian and Rebecca Bryan

Mark and Alexis Maggio

Mark and Denise Rutherford

Mathew and Molly Wyse

Michael and Kathleen Voorhees

Mike and Lynn Hartel

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hayes

Ned Taleb

New Beginnings Nutritionals, LLC

Nicholas Bottini

Paul and Sue Ellen O’connor

Pediatric Therapeutic Services, 
Inc.

Proof Positive ABA Therapies

Richard and Kerry Wartel

Robert and Edna Garrett

Robert Vickers

Ronald and Firelli Pitters

Sam and Anna Bottros

Scott and Shannon Cross

Scott Mason

Secocha Foundation

Seth and Caroline Heald

Shawn and Lonna Washer

Shepherd Insurance, LLC

Stephen and Susi Plank

Steve and Julie Rapattoni

Steve and Lynn Bender

Terence Scheckter

The Listening Center, Inc.

The Shape of Behavior

Therapeutic Approach to Growth

Therapyland

Tim and Nancy Loskill

Volcom Clothing

Wildly Fermented

Zachary Cross

$500 - $999

1847 Financial

Albert Pizzica

Allen and Sheryl Fazio

Allen Boettcher

Allison Pence

Andrew and Deborah 

Zimmerman

Angela Aghabeg

Ann M Smith

Autism Treatment Center of 
Newtown Square

Ava Anderson Non Toxic

Benjamin Jefferis

Beverly Thompson-Garcia

Bill and Joy Ergle

Bills Hot Dogs

Blackbird Mission Church, Inc

Bob and Sherry Deschamps

Bobbie Delva

Bonnie Darrow

Brenda Eberhardt

Brian and Charlene Caven

Brian and Julie Ito

Buffie Jubard

Building Bridges Therapy, Inc

C R Fuel, LLC

Cafaro Revocable Trust

Catherine Mosley

Chris and Theresa Sperle

Colin and Tricia Boylan

Corporate Business Interiors, Inc.

Cristina Busu

Danielle Craig

Daryth Morrissey

Dave and Dena Vincent

Dave and Joy Justus

Dave and Ted Smitherman

David A. Fitzgibbons III

David and Lois Kalmick

David and Melinda Setchel

Dick and Jackie Emmet

Dirk Koenig

Don and Shar Straka

Dr. Caprice Young

EEG Institute

Elizabeth Cooper

Eugene and Ingrid O’Neal

Eve Lowey

Fairman Group Family Office, LLP

Farmer’s Group, Inc.

Frank and Julie Hettmann

Gary Nagle

George A Ryness III

George’s Neighborhood Grill

Ginger Eiden

Glenn Kashima

Goose River Bank

Donor Honor Roll



Grafton Public School District No3

Great Earth Vitamins

Green Hope High School

Guido Sarnachiaro

H. Donald and Marcia Andrews

Herag and Lisa Haleblian

Hovde Dassow & Deets

Inna Kassatkina

Innovative Hyperbaric Solutions

Jaime Lowry

James McArthur

Jamie Davis

Jason and Amy Hornbacher

JBC Board of Directors

Jeff and Jill Barnum

Jeffrey Brunetti

Jennifer Miller

Jock and Kellita Thompson

Joseph and Lea Googe

Joseph Costanzo

Kamakana Fitchett

Kaplan Family Charitable Fund

Karim Ali

Kat Fitness, LLC

Kathleen Kauth

Kimberly Walker

Law Office of Cara Lucier

Let Em Have It Salon

Libby Wickland

Malcolm Houston

Marcia Andrews

Marcus and Maura Tanabe

Margaret Tran

Maria M Guerra

Mary Romaniec

Mendo Lake Credit Union

Merlin and Linda Norton

Michael and Johanna Studenka

Michael Buchanan

Michael Toscani Pharm D

Microsoft Matching Gifts Program

Mike Greth

Naughton Insurance Agency, Inc

Nicole Doyle

Oxford 127 Huron dba Godfrey 
Hotel Casino

Parth Shah

Patrick and Carol Riley

Paul and Gia Fiore

Peter Davis

Phil Siebert

Premier Wellness Chiropractic, 

Inc.

Pure Barre

Ray and Victoria Maggio

Reza and Kate Jahangiri

Robert and Nancy Felsenfeld

Robert and Sharon Coble

Robert Bohan

Rod and Miriam Nakjavani

Ron and Candis Bergida

Sean Lundgren

Shelley Crenwelge

Shivan and Radha Singh

Shoes for a Cause

SNL Learning

Stacy Trammell

Steve Tollefsrud

Steven and Barb Messaros

Surbhi Tandon

Surfas Family Foundation Fund

Susan Dalton

Tacos & Co.

Thane Brooks

The GE Foundation

The Kalmick Family Living Trust

The Spesak Family

The Stevens Trust

Thomas and Sallie Bernard

Thomas T. and Cindy Stuhley

Tim and Rose Adams

Timothy Tunney

Troy High School

Troy Stowe

Venkateshwar Desai

Verbal Beginnings

Voya Foundation

WCHNW LLC, Westin Chicago 
Northwest

Wellness Pharmacy, Inc.

Western Digital Corporation

Will and Kathleen Allison

William Tu and Yuh Ning 

Young Living

Donor Honor Roll




