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My favorite part of my job is sharing with you the great work our TACA team is doing as they push 
forward to help families living with autism. In 2019 we experienced another year where our records 
in supporting families were SHATTERED! We reached an all-time high in the number of people we 
served. We have over 72,000 constituents in our database and in addition we have over 340,000 
social media followers. 

We’ve surpassed our 2018 statistics in:
•	 responding to calls/emails; 
•	 distributing TACA’s Autism Journey Guides; 
•	 awarding family scholarships; 
•	 hosting family events and chapter meetings; 
•	 conducting outreach events;
•	 and increasing the number of new families we reach every month. We have jumped from adding 

on average 474 people to over 600 every month to TACA.

TACA’s priority is to support and bring hope to families living with autism. In a short three years, 
we have strengthened our commitment to families by increasing our budget by 41% to expand and 
fortify our programs. In 2019 alone, we grew by 19%! We are grateful for supporters like you and your 
dedication to invest in TACA to ensure we maintain these levels of growth.

What makes TACA different is the incredible number of volunteers that give their time and talents to 
help other families. The majority of our volunteers are families affected by autism. Nothing describes 
them better than this quote “I love when people that have been through hell walk out of the flames 
carrying buckets of water for those still consumed by fire.” They are heroes and we are truly grateful 
that they continue to give so selflessly. If we had to pay every volunteer for their service hours, it 
would cost TACA close to $400,000 per year. This donation is not reflected in our financials and it 
deserves to be highlighted and celebrated.

In addition, we kicked off the year with a new name – The Autism Community in Action. A name that 
better represents who we are – an organization deeply committed to helping families overcome 
challenges and take action for their children with autism.

There is so much gratitude for our great team and the incredible help of our supporters and 
volunteers. Our community stands with families living with autism and I want to thank each and every 
one of them for their support.

TACA is everything I wanted and 
thought I was missing in the early 
days of my son’s diagnosis! I know 
that finding this community and 
these resources, so readily and 
enthusiastically available is going 
to change lives, accelerate healing, 
and help stressed out parents who 
feel so alone and overwhelmed! 
Could not love TACA more!

-TACA Parent

“

“

dear
friends

TACA Executive Director & Co-founder,  
Mom to Jeff & Lauren, Grandma to Will  
and Wife to Glen

Lisa Ackerman



what we
provide
TACA has been providing services since 
2000 and all of the programs and services 
are provided at little or no cost to families.

mission
TACA provides education, support 
and hope to families living with autism.

Programs and Support Services Offered:

vision
For every individual diagnosed with 
autism to lead an independent life.

•	Autism Journey Guides
•	Autism Youth Ambassador Program
•	Educational Conferences and Events
•	Family Events

•	Hope and Help Facebook Group
•	Parent Mentor Program
•	Parent Resources
•	Scholarship Programs

•	Spanish Outreach
•	Webinars
•	Weekly Meetings and Coffee Talks

A
Authentic

We are honest, 
transparent and 

hold ourselves to 
the highest level of 

integrity.

T
Tough

We help families 
overcome challenges 

and take action.

C
Caring

We care deeply about 
families living with 

autism.

I
Informed
We believe 

knowledge is power 
and value families’ 
abilities to make 

informed decisions.

O
Optimistic

We believe the 
future is not set and 
tomorrow is going to 
be better than today.

N
Never

We will never give up!

values



quick look
year established   2000

executive director   lisa ackerman
employees   19 paid staff

volunteer contributions   1,000 volunteers 
hope, help, and information   in 50 States 

www.tacanow.org
theautismcommunityincaction 

@tacanow

@tacafoundation 

The Autism Community in Action

(13 full-time, 6 part-time)

2019 
accomplishments

1



board
of directors
•	 Dan Carney 

•	 Keith Banning 

•	 Inna Kassatkina Jones 

•	 Robby Saggu 

•	 Elizabeth McCoy

•	 Lisa Ackerman 

•	 Kim Yang-Uk 

•	 Erich Kreidler 

•	 Glen Ackerman

physician
advisory

•	 Dr. David Berger

•	 Dr. Richard Frye

•	 Dr. Elizabeth Mumper

•	 Dr. Nancy O’Hara

•	 Dr. Dan Rossignol

•	 Dr. Cindy Schneider

•	 Dr. Robert Sears

•	 Dr. Anju Usman 

We are honored to have the following Board-
Certified pediatricians and medical specialists 
serve as Physicians Advisory Board Members:



key programs
and services

TACA provides education, support and 
hope to the autism community



TACA has local Chapters across the United 
States, providing families affected by autism with 
education, resources and support. Chapters hold 
educational family events, meetings, and seminars. 
All chapters are run by coordinators who volunteer 
their time. 

Coordinator Spotlight

chapters

“Since the twins were born, 
the best day ever was the day 

I walked into my first TACA 
coffee talk! Can’t say enough 

good things about TACA.” 

- TACA Parent

Johna Sommer, Illinois Chapter Coordinator understands the 
overwhelming impact that can come from receiving an autism 
diagnosis for their child. When she received the diagnosis for 
her daughter Brooke at three years old, Johna suffered from 
depression and wasn’t sure where to turn. She began to research 
resources to try and help her daughter, and that’s when she found 
TACA. Finally, an organization with people that would hold her 
hand and give her hope. After being part of the TACA community 
and experiencing what it takes as a family on the autism journey, 
she wanted to pay it forward. Although she knew it would be a 
big commitment, she decided to volunteer her time and become 
a Chapter Coordinator. Johna continues to dedicate herself to 
helping other parents and families.  Her daughter Brooke is now 19 
years old and although she is non-verbal, she is learning new ways 
to communicate, valuable employment skills and living a full happy 
life despite the struggles she sometimes experiences. 

 volunteer coordinators

“TACA’s mission is about directly helping families TODAY 
and being on the ground running with them. As a chapter 

coordinator, it’s my responsibility to be in touch with 
what is needed in the community finding resources and 

bringing them to the parents and families.” 

- Johna Sommer, Illinois Chapter Coordinator



mentor program

TACA Autism Conferences give thousands of parents 
and professionals an opportunity to be educated in 
the latest research, treatment options, and therapy 
for individuals with autism. In 2019, we held our first 

three-day East Coast Conference in Atlanta, Georgia 
and added a new navigating adulthood track, devoted 

to the issues families are facing with their children 
who are reaching adulthood. Over 2,100 attendees 

were able to walk away with education and inspiration 
for their autism journey.

conference

Malinda has been a TACA Mentor for the San Diego Chapter for over 6 years. Today, her daughter 
who was diagnosed with autism at a very young age is 18 years old. Melinda was inspired to 
become a TACA Mentor because when she needed it most her TACA mentor was there for her 
and helping to guide her. She wanted to repay the kindness to others by becoming a mentor and 
help other families by sharing what she had experienced and learned from her mentor, as well as 
her own personal learning experiences with her daughter. 

Mentor Spotlight

“This conference is like no other! Not 
only are the top experts offering their 
wisdom & latest interventions but you 
are surrounded by loving parents who 
are there to offer guidance & support.”

 - TACA Parent 
“The mentor program is such a great resource which TACA offers free to 
families. You can apply for a mentor at any stage or age of your child’s 
diagnosis because information is always changing and there is always 

something new to learn.”

- Malinda Dalton-Cook, TACA Mentor



Hope and Help for Autism is a private, moderated 
Facebook Group for TACA members to look to for support. 

TACA launched the Hope and Help Group in 2018 and 
now has nearly 11,000 members in all 50 states.

hope and help
(facebook group)

“Feeling blessed to be a part of this 
group. Learning so much from so 
many knowledgeable members.”

- TACA Parent

“It’s always great to have a welcoming 
environment for our family! I love connecting 

with new families and reconnecting with 
families I’ve come to know.”

- TACA Parentfamily events

TACA Family Events give families 
affected by autism a unique 

opportunity to have fun and connect 
in a safe and friendly environment 

with a like-minded community.



 Contributions - Individuals

 Contributions - Corporate

 Campaigns

 Major Gifts

 Grants

 Special Events (Net)

 Programs

 Other Income

  In-Kind 

 Programs

 General & Admin

 Fundraising

expense by 
breakout type

revenue breakout by type

7%

17%

Other Income
$19,266 (1%)

Contributions - Individuals
$267,066 (11%)

Contributions - Corporate
$469,395 (20%)

Campaigns
$327,044 (14%)

Major Gifts
$18,602 (1%)

Grants
$94,540 (4%)

Special Events
$632,310 (27%)

Programs
$165,486 (7%)

In-Kind
$359,334 (15%)

Over 25,000 hours were donated 
by our incredible volunteers

The value of these donated hours is 
almost $400,000 and is not calculated 

in our financials

2019

76%
$1,789,172

$402,866

$174,783



donor spotlight
Elizabeth McCoy

featured partner
Los Angeles 

Ride for Autism

underwriter
spotlight

How did you find TACA? 

“So many people had told me about TACA and how I need to 
get involved with them so I finally decided to attend the TACA 
Conference in 2006 as a sponsor. It was like nothing I had ever 
seen before. The parents that attended actually had a voice there. 
They could speak to doctors and professionals and ask questions. 
After that, I became a sponsor for all of TACA’s family events and 
conferences. In 2012, I was asked to be a board member for TACA 
and it has been my pleasure to be on the board and share my legal 
advice with such a diverse group that all care about TACA.” 

Why do you feel it’s important to support 
TACA?

“TACA is probably the only non-profit I know that focuses on the 
family and helps through the entire journey, from the child’s diagnosis 
to adulthood. TACA does it all – the journey, the transition, the 
mentors, the conferences. It’s a lifeline for these families.” 

What is your favorite program or support 
service TACA offers?
“The conferences are amazing! Parents are just stunned at all the 
knowledge. It helps parents no matter what age their child is. This is 
information that you cannot get anywhere else.”  

Why should other companies and 
individuals get involved and help TACA?
“The rate of autism is exploding and they could really make a 
difference for these children. If you make someone a productive part 
of society then that will create a positive impact on the individual’s 
life.” 

Elizabeth found TACA in 2006 and has been a board 
member for TACA since 2012. She is an attorney who 
specializes in estate planning with her practice primarily 
focusing on Special Needs Trusts and Conservatorships. 
Elizabeth and her husband, Mike, reside in San Diego 
County, California with their two sons. 

We are incredibly grateful to have the support of Ride 
for Autism since 2010. The Los Angeles Ride for Autism 
Foundation is dedicated to raising funds to benefit non-profit 
organizations directly involved with autism, such as TACA 
and D.E.S.I, by organizing motorcycle rides around Southern 
California and their annual Wine event. Over the past nine 
years, the Los Angeles Ride for Autism has donated more 
than $80,000 to TACA. 

Designory – a global, award-winning marketing agency adopted TACA this year. Their 
expertise stretches across the content creation spectrum including digital, print and 
video. Paul Hosea, designory Chief Executive Officer and long time TACA supporter led 
his team of product marketers, content creators, and digital experts to create captivating 
ads for Autism Awareness Month and the Orange County Business Journal Annual 
Giving Guide. In addition, the team produced the “Take Action. Make a Difference” video 
that premiered at the 13th Annual Ante Up for Autism Gala. 



$50,000 & $500,000
Arylessence Foundation Inc
The Rose Mellin 1998 Trust

$25,000-49,999.99
Glen and Lisa Ackerman
Happy Family Brands
IonCleanse
Ira Hermann, CLU, ChFC, and Capstone Partners, 
Financial and Insurance Services, LLC
Kim Yang-Uk
Norman and Inna Jones
Rossignol Medical Center - Dr. Dan & Lanier Rossignol
Warne Family Foundation -Roberts Family
William and Cherri Cary

$10,000-24,999.99
American Legion Child Welfare Foundation
Autism Learning Partners
Benjamin Bequer Enterprises
Bioray
Cardinal Financial and Hallstead Family
Clear Light Ventures
Cortica
Dan and Vicki Carney
Dana Crucil
Decorative Arts Society
Don and Margaret Jervis
Elizabeth C McCoy, Attorney at Law, a PC
Homa Popal and Tim Shaner
Johnson & Johnson
Kathryn Morris
Keith and Denise Banning
KRE Consulting LLC
Kurt and Tammi Belcher
Lori and Darin Anderson
Miracle Foundation Fund
New Beginnings Nutritionals
Nutramax Laboratories Consumer Care, Inc
O.L. Halsell Foundation
Paul and Crisi Hosea
Ride For Autism
Robert and Tiffany Stamm
Spectrum Awakenings
SprintRay
Steve and Laurie Duncan
Sue J. Gross Foundation
Teach a Man to Fish Foundation
The Allyn Foundation, Inc.
Tim and Amber Smith
Tim and Nancy Loskill
United Exchange
Warne Family Foundation - Erautt Family

$5,000-$9,999.99
Adams & Associates, APLC
Andy and Stephanie Oshay 
Autism Spectrum Consultants Inc.

donor 
honor roll
We would like to recognize 

and thank our generous 
contributors

Beacon Day School
Beau and Lisa Lazar
Ben and Jackie Moore
Biomic Sciences, LLC
Brain Treatment Center
Caught Fish Foundation
CBDermaceuticals
Center for Autism and Related Disorders
Chris and Heather Lewis
Christopher Murphy
Craig Martin
Dewey and Karen White
Dick and Patty Chatham
EEG To Go
Fair Ways for Youth
FlowerChild Holding Company LLC
Great Plains Labratory
Greg and Carla Matthews
Gregory and Cara Shelton
Gupta Family Foundation
Home Loans for Autism
Horizon Investments
Javier and Allison Scalini 
Jerome A Fink Foundation
Jessica and Mike Postil 
Jim and Becky Renaud
Leyda Bequer
Lindamood-Bell Learning Processes
MD Autism Golf Tournament
Midwest Insurance
Neill Moroney
NeuroPoint DX
Newth and Claudia Morris
NourishLife/Lifetrients
Quicksilver Scientific
Randy and Tamara De Lano 
Revenue Analytics
Robby and Bina Saggu
Ross Mitchell
Sauna Space
Shoyoroll Corporation
Speech & Language Development Center
Steve and Lynn Bender
UnitedHealth Group
Variety - The Children’s Charity of SoCal
William Bettencourt
Wright Ford Young & Co.

$2,500-$4,999.99
Adam and Judy Kaufman
Amazon Smile Foundation
American Advisors Group
American Advocacy Group
Amy Jensen
Angels Baseball Foundation
Beauty Society with Jamie Davis

Benjamin and Marion Bregi Charitable Foundation
Bio-Botanical Research, Inc.
Carlo and Yvonne Moyano
Carol and Eugene Choi
Centria Autism
Chris and Fiona Ivey
Chris and Sally Bull
Chrissy and Kyung-Tae Kim
Chubb Bermuda Insurance LTD
Chuck Brunson
Commerce West Bank
David and Teri Donnelly
David Mosikian
Designory
Dominium Foundation
Dr. Edward and Patti Kramer
Dr. Robert and Cheryl Sears
Erich Kreidler and Jaya Marancenbaum
Fifth Generation Inc.
First Harvest Foundation Trust
Gail and Joseph Mona
Heather and Nick Grimaldi
Houston Enzymes
Hyperbaric PHP
Iliad Neurosciences/ReligenDx
Joanna Zyskowski
Kirkman Group, Inc
Kyung Kim
Lance and Susan Watkins
Larry & Helen Hoag Foundation
Lassiter High School
Laurie Chrispen
Lineagen, Inc
Matt and Dejah Greco
McDermott & Bull, Inc.
Min Kim and Don Farrell
NeuroNeeds
Norman & Susan Abazoris Foundation
OC Athletix
Ohsiek Family Charitable Fund
Peak Achievement Training/Neurotek
RE/MAX Fine Homes/Canaday Group
Rehab Support Systems
Rickey and Marissa Biddle
Rogue Recovery
Scott and Anna Blum
Shawn and Lonna Washer
Simple Spectrum Supplement
Spoiled Rotten Photography
Stradling Inc.
Sukkyung Allen
The George Center for Music Therapy
The Help Groups STEM3 Academy
The Lapin Foundation, Inc.
The Smith Group

True Health Medical Center
Wells Fargo Clearing SVCS, LLC

$1,000-$2,499.99
100 Companies Who Cares
Adan Hales
Alfred lutter
American Automotive Resources Group, Inc
Americas TMS Center
Apple Computer Inc.
Arctic Services
Autism Transformed
Beacon College
Brad Armstrong
Brain Balance Atlanta
Brand/Jannell Family Charitable Fund
Brian Calle
Brittany and Rob Cammarata
Capform, Inc
Cara Albanese
Carlee Brockman
Carothers DiSante & Freudenberger LLP
Carrie Meghie
Charles Collett and Olga Smirnova
Chirofutures Malpractice Program
Christine Mansoor
Christine Pietsch
Christy Castillo
Communities Foundation of Texas
Creative behavior interventions
Cyndi and Kitae Park
Dan and Alla Kerker
Danielle Craig
Darcy Ramler
David and Lois Kalmick
David Bulow
David Dozzo
Dawn and Chris Celtruda
Diana and Eric Tom
Dianna and Steve Claton
Don Carmeron
Douglas and Robyn Wonnenberg
Emily Colborn
Eve Lowey
Foundation for Vertebrac Subluxation
Fredric Sheu
Functional Genomic Analysis
Gary and Bertie Riphagen
Geraldine Cafaro
Gerry Bullerdick and Janel Saylor
Greg and Alia Persky
Harold and Rosalind Fox
Hawaii Hotel Industry Foundation
Herag and Lisa Haleblian
Howana Lundy
Hunt Consolidated Inc

Innnovative Behavior Options
Integra Escrow Corporation
Integrity Compounding Pharmacy
Intercare
Jackie and Dick Emmet
Jacob’s Ladder School & Therapy Center
Jaime and Scott Cole
Jaime Lowry
Jeanmarie Elkern
Jeffrey Slanovec
Jerod and Natasha Basol
Jim and Leslie Sullivan
Joe and Janice Kern
Joe Hadsell
John Binder
Judy Puckett
Julie Roberts
Justin and Lisa Boshnack
Kartzinel Wellness Center
Kathleen Cocks
Knights of Columbus, NJ
Larry and Cathy Carapellotti
Latisha Avsec
Leigh Law Group, P.C.
Leo Goldshwartz
Luca and Jennifer Jacobellis
Lynette Keonauna Mahoe Holmes
Marc Schneider
Marcia Andrews
Mark and Cynda Ontiveros
Mark McNabb
Mass Mutual
MaxGen Labs
Mead Indoor Envirotech
Melissa and Scott Knode
Michael Adams
Michael Hartel
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Morgan Stanley Foundation
Mr. and Mrs Anthony Malloy
My Spectrum Heroes
Nancy Mulroy
Natalie and Stefan Minder
Nazy Fouladirad
Nonprofits Insurance Alliance of Ca
Patch MD
Patrick and Catherine Layton
Patrick Jubard
Patti Cross
Payrunner Payroll, Inc
Prana Health Chiropractic
Robert and Manjit Erdey
Robert Hamilton Lee
RS Goldring Inc
Sabre Sciences Inc.

Sales & Service Inc SOCA
Sam Bottros
Sara Heeschen
Scott Young
Shell Matching Gift Program
Solace Nutrition
Springbrook Autism Behavioral Health
Stevie Ray Vaughan
Summer Shirt Project
Taj-Jax Okazaki
Talonvest Capital, Inc
Ted & Keryn Mathas
The Comrie Family Charity Fund
The M Center for Integrative Wellness
The Markley Family
Tim Adams
Todd and Nathalie Hymel
Tomislav Stefanovski
Ulmont Smith
UT Dallas - Terry Schollars Program
Woodsmall Law Group PC
Yie-Hsin Hung
Your Genomic Resource

in-kind donors
 

Commerce Casino
Designory
Gina Tyler, DHom
Glen Ackerman
Gorjana
Happy Family
Hi-Time Wine Cellars
New Era 
Pingbear Audio
Volcom 



www.tacanow.org

We are families with autism helping families with autism.


