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mission
TACA provides education, support 
and hope to families living with autism.

vision
For every individual diagnosed with 
autism to lead an independent life.

A
Authentic

We are honest, 
transparent and 

hold ourselves to 
the highest level of 

integrity.

T
Tough

We help families 
overcome challenges 

and take action.

C
Caring

We care deeply about 
families living with 

autism.

I
Informed
We believe 

knowledge is power 
and value families’ 
abilities to make 

informed decisions.

O
Optimistic

We believe the 
future is not set and 
tomorrow is going to 
be better than today.

N
Never

We will never give up!

values



Programs and Support Services Offered:
• Autism Journey Guides
• Educational Conferences and Events
• Family Events
• Hope and Help Facebook Group

• Parent Mentor Program
• Parent Resources
• Scholarship Programs
• Spanish Outreach

• Webinars
• Weekly Meetings

TACA has been providing services since 
2000 and all of the programs and services 
are provided at little or no cost to families.

what we provide



“

dear friends
Hello wonderful TACA friends!! Thank you for your dedication to TACA, our 
mission, and the families we serve. With gratitude, I am happy to share this 
annual update with you. 

An important financial update. In 2021, TACA received our first-ever Autism 
Hero award funding from our friends at Sun West Mortgage. We planned our 
program expenses over two years from 2021 into 2022 ending the year with 
a deficit. We are so grateful to our friends at Sun West Mortgage for helping 
families over two years! 

Most of the world has gone back to normal post the pandemic. Unfortunately 
for the families we serve, it continues to be like COVID 19 at the heights of the 
epidemic. The largest challenges continue to be a disruption to schools and 
services. As the economy recovers, wages have stalled at pre-pandemic levels 
for the workforce that serves our community. This has caused a great migration 
of these incredible workers to leave for higher-paying jobs. Many families have 
seen a decrease in services and for some, they have completely stopped.  We 
are helping families navigate unprecedented times. Parents continue to report 
their children are experiencing regression, aggression, OCD, anxiety, and an 
increase in wandering. 

The CDC prevalence report of autism amongst US children is 1 in 44. This 
represents a 241% increase since 2000. However, even more staggering are 
these numbers: 

In California, 1 in 26 eight-year old’s have an autism diagnosis 

Also, 1 in 24 four-year old’s have an autism diagnosis 

Lisa Ackerman
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & CO-FOUNDER

MOM TO JEFF & LAUREN, GRANDMA TO WILL, 
AND WIFE TO GLEN



Every day over 250 U.S. children will receive an autism diagnosis 
 
Despite these enormous challenges we are moving the autism community forward. I am happy to share our 2021 Program 
highlights including the following: 

The silver lining to the pandemic has been TACA’s ability to pivot and meet family needs in multiple channels. TACA 
continues to accelerate initiatives and expand services that are helping more families navigate autism and access 
timely, relevant, and caring support for their children. Our second year of delivery and rapidly growing adult services 
programming will continue into 2023 and future years. 

We remain committed to investing in and growing our virtual offerings and in-person support and family events. We 
continue to survey and learn that the virtual technology platforms to our existing in-person platform have created a 
more scalable organization allowing us to reach and help more families at a lower cost with more consistency.  Families 
continue to need both the community connection and these supports. 

Our committed and hard-working staff, active board and ambassadors, and our generous community are dedicated 
to TACA and our mission.  Thanks to you we are leading the way in innovation and continue to be the only national 
dedicated resource for families. 

I am so grateful for our community. Thank you for making a difference in the lives of families living with autism! 

Lisa

• We serve 82,888 members 
• 551 volunteers donated almost 5,000 hours 
• Website had 2.5 million page views 
• Education efforts reached 7,790  
• We distributed 2,988 Autism Journey guides  
• 499 Scholarship awards valued at $207,720 
• Annual conferences reached 2,616 in attendance 

• Over 17,000 members supported in our online Hope and 
Help community 

• 526 Mentors assigned 
• Held 17 family events with 2,632 in attendance 
• Our free downloadable check lists were access 4,569 times 
• Almost 400,000 Social media followers 



quick look
year established 2000

executive director lisa ackerman
employees 24 paid staff

volunteer contributions 571 volunteers 
hope, help, and information in 50 States

www.tacanow.org
theautismcommunityinaction 

@tacanow

@tacafoundation 

The Autism Community in Action

83,286
awesome members



accomplishments
2022

83,286
awesome members

377,399
social media followers

  

 

 

 

awarded more than

in scholarship
83,286

awesome members
396,982

social media followers
$207,000

569 volunteers
logged in
hours to
help families and deliver
TACA’s message

4,539
responded to a total of

42,536
phone & online support

more than

1 million
website page views
with 32 new art icles

supports over

24,425
hope & help facebook

group members

educated over

2,678
in 2 conferences

educated over 

15,767
people with virtual meetings,

webinars & social media content

matched 

526
mentors / mentees





board
of directors
• Geln Ackerman

• Lisa Ackerman

• Keith Banning

• Dan Carney

• Celena Hallstead

• Inna Kassatkina Jones

• Erich Kreidler

• Elizabeth McCoy

• Bill Oldham

• Robby Saggu

• Kim, Yank-Uk

physician
advisory

• David Berger, MD

• Dan Rossignol, MD

• Richard Frye, MD, PhD

• Cindy Schneider, MD

• Nancy O’ Hara, MD

• Anju Usman, MD, FAAFP, 

ABIHM, FMAPS

• Elizabeth Mumper, MD

• Robert Naviaux, MD

We are honored to have the following Board-Certified 
pediatricians and medical specialists serve as 
Physicians Advisory Board Members:



revenue
breakout 
by type



expense by 
breakout type

2021 breakout

75%

17%

8%



donor 
honor roll

We would like to recognize 

and thank our generous 

contributors

Visionaries ($50,000.00 - $249,999.99) 

Arylessence Foundation Inc

Garrett Family Foundation

Smidt Family Foundation

Warne Family Charitable Foundation - Erautt and Roberts 
family

Leaders ($25,000.00 - $49,999.99)

Leyda Bequer

Happy Family Brands and Danone

Ira Hermann, CLU, ChFC, and Capstone Partners, Financial 
and Insurance Services, LLC

IonCleanse

Kim, Yang-Uk

Leyla and Manuchehr Khoshbin

Tyler and Samantha Larsen

Elizabeth C McCoy, Attorney at Law, a PC

Bill and Casandra Oldham and Oldham Global

Rossignol Medical Center and Dr. Dan and Lanier 
Rossignol

Spectrum Awakening

Wilfred M. and Janet A. Roof Foundation

Innovators ($10,000.00 - $24,999.99)

Adams & Associates, APLC

Algonot LLC

Anonymous

Autism Learning Partners

Autism Spectrum Consultants

Keith and Denise Banning

Dan and Vicki Carney

Caught Fish Foundation

Carol and Eugene Choi

Dana and Michael Colosimo

Kimberly and Richard Crawford

Steve and Laurie Duncan

Dunbar Real Estate Investment Management and the 
Mitchell Family

EEG To Go

FlowerChild Holding Company LLC

Glen & Dorothy Stillwell Charitable Trust

Grit Cycle and the Gray family

Celena and Jonathan Hallstead

Hallstead Malmberg Group

Don and Magaret Jervis

J&J Foundation

Jung Family Trust

Inna and Norman Jones

Erich and Jaya Kreidler

Larry & Helen Hoag Foundation

Lifetrients

Lisa Lisherness

Gregory and Carla Matthews

Stuart McClure & Tusdi Vopat

Cynda and Mark Ontiveros

O.L. Halsell Foundation

Dr. Jessica and Mike Postil

Holly Robinson and Rodney Peete

Noe Rubio

Robby and Bina Saggu

Phillip Smith

SprintRay

STA Jets

Stark

Sun West Mortgage Company, Inc.

Tenant Inc

The Smith Group

Dr. Travis Whitney 
and Innate Healthcare Institute

Steven Wolfe

Wright Ford Young & Co.

Advocates ($5,000.00 - $9,999.99)

Albertoli Charitable Initiative

Aldrich Family Fund

Allyn Foundation, Inc.

Amazon Smile Foundation

Audio Images

Autism F.I.R.S.T

Axial Therapeutics

Andy and Karla Bequer

Benjamin and Azrya Bequer

William and Joan Bettencourt

Anna and Scott Blum

John and Tranay Cady

William and Patty Chatham

Laurie Chrispen

CompuVac Industries, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Skip Elefante

Functional Genomic Analysis

Todd Vande Hei

Frank and Julieta Hettmann

Houston Enzymes

IOActive Inc

Kindred Communications

Jennifer Lanzner

Yvette and Kevin McCarthy

Medterra

Microsoft Matching Gifts 

Midwest Insurance

Christopher Mills

Joe and Gail Mona

Bryan and Kari Mullins

Christopher Price

RE/MAX Tiffany R.E.

Julie and Michael Roberts

Gregory and Cara Shelton

Justin and Alexis Slagle

Safety National

Speech Kingdom LLC

Sue J. Gross Foundation

The Ackerman Family

The Bulow Group

The Mindel Family Foundation

Alicia Thompson-Tarman

Gregg and Barbara Vorwerck

UnitedHealth Group

Wells Fargo Advisors

Dewey and Karen White

Whitecap Enterprises

5000 level ($2,500.00 - $4,999.99)

Elizabeth and Michael Abramson

Tim and Rose Adams

Steve Anter

Doug and Victoria Banning

Beauty Society with Jamie Davis

Thomas Bulow

Chubb & Sons

College Living Experience

CommerceWest Bank

Dean Farrell and Family

First Harvest Foundation

Tuce Giblin



Integra Escrow Corporation

Kyung Hoon Kim

Kirkman

James and Patricia McGehee

Adolph and Abby Meave

Meristem Inc

Tom and Kirsten Minasian

Miracle Foundation Fund

Neuro Needs, LLC

Norman and Susan Abazoris Foundation

David and Kerena O’Connell

Ohsiek Family Charitable Fund

Optumcare Holdings, LLC

Orange Coast Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram

Simson Chevrolet of Irvine

SoCalGas

Speech and Language Development 
Center

Stradling Inc.

Kyung Tae and Allison Kim

Talonvest Capital, Inc.

The Lapin Foundation, Inc.

The Robin-Hwajin Yoon Kim Foundation

United Healthcare Services, Inc.

Shawn and Lonna Washer

Lance Watkins

Woodbridge Optometry

2500 Level ($1,000.00 - $2,499.99)

ABA Enhancement

Alfred Lutter and Amanda Ackerman

Sukkyung Allen

Amen Clinics Inc

Arctic Services

Astrid360

Heidi and Ron Athouse

Autism Advocate Parenting Magazine

George and Ani Azadian

Tom Baker

Natasha Bazile

Beacon College

Steve and Lynn Bender

Letitia Berbaum

Benjamin Bittner

Sam and Anna Bottros

Michael Bulow

Sabin Burrell

Derek and Lisa Chinn

Steve and Monica Copeland

Todd and Barbara Cornish

Shelley Crenwelge

Deena Darout

Kevin and Kim DeAllen

Michelle and Daniel Del Rosario

Edison International

William Egan

Ehrlooms, LLC

Michael Emenhiser

Shannon and Don Fillion

Julian Freeman

Sara Garske

Julio and Susan Gonzalez

Pete and Emily Grant

Nick and Heather Grimaldi

Joe and Jen Hadsell

Don and Quay Hanson 

Turner and Alissa Harmon

Denise Hickman

Hyperbaric Therapy Center PHP

James Isom

Greg and Malarie Iversen

Chris and Fiona Ivey

Jubard Family Foundation

Sushama Karumanchi

Richard and Sharlene Kaya

Ross Kerska

Deepa Kharidhi

Min Kim and Don Farrell

Dave and Jill Kistner

Will and Lindsey Leahy

Chris and Heather Lewis

Daren and Gina Lipinsky

Tim and Nancy Loskill

Jay and Yoli Loughrin

Jaime Lowry

Mary Ruth LLC

Christopher Masone

Francios and Whitney Moller

Mark and Susie Monahan

Kathryn Morris

Nutrasal, Inc

Dennis and Stephanie Odiorne

Lonnie Okazaki

Christi O’Neal

Eugene and Ingrid O’Neal

Organic Prarie

Tisha Ostrander

Mike and Jodi Ottman

Cyndi Park

Patch MD

Payrunner Payroll, Inc

Judith Puckett

Ed and Marianne Rosemann

Sawsan Saba

Ty Alexander Salon

Kevin and Kelly Schmeichel

Dr. Bob and Cheryl Sears

Kohtz and Spurling

Summit to Sea Presented By New Leaf 
Hyperbaries

Susan Tankersley

TextNow

The Carter Myers Family, NADA Foundation 
Ambassadors of Distinction

The Hohener Family Fund

Steve and Natalia Tracy

Transcending Apraxia

True Health Naturals Inc.

Dr. Steve Tullius

John and Carmen Vandyck

Verint Americas Inc

W.S. Winseman Foundation

Washington Commanders Charitable Foundation

Review Wave

Dr. Travis Whitney

Wescom Foundation

Kim Zander

In-kind Donors

Tim Adams, Esq

Jim Adams , Phd 

Patti Andrich, MA, OTR/L, COVT, CINPP - two 
talks

Jennifer Bahr, ND, DHANP

Gabi Belfort, MD, PhD.

Stephanie Bibeau, MA, BCBA 

Sheri Francis Boegeman OT/L & Susanne 
Smith Roley, OTD, OTR/L, FAOTA

Richard Boles, MD

Julie Buckley, MD

Leticia Castillo, MT-BC

Katie Dahlgren, ND

Debbie Dobbs, Esq

Denise Eckman, PsyD, BCBA-D, LBA, QBA

Dane Fliedner, MD 

Damian R. Fragoso, Esq

Deborah Graves, OTD, OTR/L

Emily Gutierrez, MD

Darlene Hanson, SLP 

Sabine Hazan , Md

Hi-Times Liquor

Devin Houston, PhD

Darin Ingels, ND, FAAEM, FMAPS

DJ Jeyaram, Esq 

Dr. Katie Reed   Ph.d

Lifetrients

Julie Logan, DC 

Amy Machado, M.A., BCBA

Marissa Marshall BCBA, Sarah Grumet, 
BCBA & Ivana Juric BCBA

Sarkis Maxmain, Phd 

Elizabeth McCoy, Esq

Bob Miller, CTN

Robert Naviaux, MD 

Erica Pierson, ND 

Dan Rossignol, MD FAAFP 

Lanier Rossignol, BSN FNP-C

Leanne Schulton, ClinScD, CCC-SLP, HLA

Anju Usman Singh, MD, FAAFP, FMAPS 

Jared Skowron, ND

Eugenia Steingold, PhD

Dr Theo, BA, MS, MPhil, PhD, MD, FAAAAI

Elina Veytsman, PhD

Brooke Wagner, MA, RDI 

Sara Weirch, OT

Catherine Witcher, MA

Mark Woodsmall, Esq



www.tacanow.org

We are families with autism helping families with autism.


