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Mission
TACA provides education, support, 
and hope to families living with autism.

Vision
For every individual diagnosed with 
autism to lead an independent life.

A
Authentic

We are honest, 
transparent, and 
hold ourselves to 

the highest level of 
integrity.

T
Tough

We help families 
overcome challenges 

and take action.

C
Caring

We care deeply about 
families living with 

autism.

I
Informed
We believe 

knowledge is power 
and value families’ 
abilities to make 

informed decisions.

O
Optimistic

We believe the 
future is not set and 
tomorrow is going to 
be better than today.

N
Never

We will never give up!

Values



Programs and Support Services Offered:

What We Provide
TACA has been providing support since 
2000 and all of the programs and services 
are provided at little or no cost to families.

Quality time

•	Website Articles, Checklists, and 
Downloadables

•	Educational Events
•	Conferences
•	The Autism Workbook

Education
•	Hope and Help Facebok Group
•	Mentor program
•	Virtual Support Events
•	Teen and Adult Support and Resources
•	Scholarships

Support
•	Communities (Coffee Talks, Outreach 
Events, and Family Days)

Hope



“

Dear Friends
Hello incredible TACA friends!! 

I am so grateful to share our 2023 updates with you!
 
First, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued a shocking 11th release on autism prevalence, 
indicating that 1 in 36 US children are affected. This represents a 317% increase since 2000. However, even more 
staggering are these numbers:

•	 An 18% increase in two years since the previous report
•	 In California, 1 in 22 four-year-olds have an autism diagnosis
•	 37.9 % of the prevalence represents profound autism
•	 4 % of all boys have autism

Despite the enormous prevalence increase, we are moving the autism community forward and helping families. I am 
happy to share our 2023 Program highlights, including the following:

•	 We served 89,645 members 
•	 569 volunteers donated almost 4,539 hours
•	 Education efforts reached 15,767 people
•	 We released our brand new TACA Autism Workbook and distributed 2,534 copies
•	 Meetings and outreach events helped 12,933 people
•	 Awarded 766 Scholarship awards valued at $166,915
•	 Two annual conferences reached 2,678 in attendance
•	 Over 21,000 members supported through our online Hope and Help community
-	 508 Mentors assigned
-	 Held 25 family events with 5,963 in attendance
-	 Almost 400,000 social media followers 



Our third annual autism hero award recognized the Warne Family Foundation. Their continued support and 
commitment to TACA is so appreciated and we are glad to recognize them for their support.

Rollout into TACA Communities post COVID-19 continues to be a focus. We remain committed to investing in the 
growth of our virtual offerings, in-person support, and family support events. Our surveys show that adding virtual 
technology to our in-person platform has made our organization more scalable, helping us reach more families at a 
lower cost and with greater consistency. Families still need both community connections and these resources.  

Our committed hard-working staff, active board and ambassadors, and our generous community are dedicated to 
TACA and our mission. We remain dedicated to being there for the families who found TACA (over 1,500 new families 
every month) and the current families already part of our network.

Truly, I am so grateful for our community and the dedication to our mission and the families we serve. Thank you for 
making a difference in the lives of families living with autism!

Lisa Ackerman
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & CO-FOUNDER

MOM TO JEFF & LAUREN, GRANDMA TO WILL, AND WIFE TO 



(14 Full-Time, 12 Part-Time)

Quick Look
Year Established 2000

Executive Director Lisa Ackerman
Employees 26 Paid Staff

Volunteer Contributions 569 Volunteers 
Hope, Help, and Information in 50 States 

tacanow.org
theautismcommunityinaction 

@tacanow

@tacafoundation 

The Autism Community in Action

89,645
Awesome Members

(14 Full-Time, 12 Part-Time) 



(14 Full-Time, 12 Part-Time)

Quick Look

Accomplishments
2023

83,286
awesome members

377,399
social media followers

  

 

 

 

89,645
Awesome Members

396,802
Social Media Followers

Awarded More Than 

$166,000

569 Volunteers
Logged in
Hours to
Help Families and Deliver
TACA’s Message

4,539                                
Responded To a Total of

42,536
Phone & Online Support

More Than

1 Million
Website Page Views
With 32 New Articles

Supports Over

21,425
Hope & Help Facebook

Group Members

Educated Over

2,678
in 2 Conferences

Educated Over 

15,767
People with Virtual Meetings,

Webinars & Social Media Content

Matched 

526
Mentors / Mentees

in scholarships





Board
of Directors
•	 Glen Ackerman
•	 Lisa Ackerman
•	 Keith Banning
•	 Dan Carney
•	 Celena Hallstead
•	 Inna Kassatkina Jones
•	 Kim, Yang-Uk                                    
•	 Erich Kreidler
•	 Elizabeth McCoy
•	 Bill Oldham
•	 Robby Saggu

Physician
Advisory

•	James Adams, PhD	
•	Dr. David Berger
•	Dr. Richard Frye	
•	Dr. Robert Naviaux

•	Dr. Nancy O’Hara 
•	Dr. Dan Rossignol 
•	Dr. Cindy Schneider
•	Dr. Anju Usman Singh

We are honored to have the following Board-
Certified pediatricians and medical specialists 
serve as Physician Advisory Board Members:



 
Genine Armellino’s journey with autism began when her son, 
Mario, was diagnosed at just 23 months old. Autism quickly 
became a huge part of her life, shaping her choices and daily 
routines. When in-home therapies didn’t bring the progress they 
hoped for, Genine and her husband, Ken, decided to take matters 
into their own hands. They created their own plan, from carefully 
planning Mario’s diet to figuring out the ins and outs of the school 
system and state services.

Looking back at those early years, Genine chuckles and says 
her accounting background really came in handy. It gave her 
the detail-oriented skills to navigate the maze of rules and 
regulations, which was essential for advocating for her son in 
a system that often felt like a constant battle. But beyond that, 
she felt lost. Nothing truly prepares you for raising a child with 
autism, and the sheer amount of information and challenges can 
be overwhelming.

This sense of frustration and the quest for professional guidance 
led her to TACA. Genine quickly became an active member at 
TACA. She went from just attending meetings to organizing 
events and leading Coffee Talks — a series of intimate gatherings 
that offer a lifeline of support for families navigating their distinct 
autism journeys.

Volunteer 
Spotlight



Genine emphasizes the importance of giving families not only emotional support but also practical advice. 
Her top tip for parents is to focus on building their child’s independence. Her motto is: Whatever your child 
can do, let them do it. It’s about letting go a bit, which in turn really helps kids grow. Even though it’s not 
always easy, her son Mario has made amazing progress — he’s learned to cut his own food, and his skills in 
writing, typing, and even tying his shoes have greatly improved. Genine couldn’t be prouder!

Speaking about the key principle that drives her leadership at TACA, Genine reflects that when she first 
started taking on leadership roles, she was in the midst of changing schools and fighting for her son’s rights 
with the school district. It was a very tough time. Yet, even at her lowest, she made it a point to encourage 
others. “There’s a meme within TACA that always gives me so much strength: ‘A student says, “I’m very 
discouraged, what should I do?” And the master replies, “Encourage others.”’ This philosophy really guides 
me. Leading these events can be exhausting, but at the same time, it fills me up as well,” Genine shared, 
showing how lifting each other up is truly the key to navigating life with autism.

               

“This is where I wanted to spend my volunteer time. I want to talk to as many families 
as I can about TACA and the resources we have. It’s made such a difference for me, 

and I just want to help other families too.” 

Genine Armellino 
Volunteer Community Leader, New Jersey



Revenue Breakout 
by Type

Special Events
$634,541 (27%)

Other Income 
$69,278 (3%)

Major Gifts 
$351,902 (15%)

Grants
$294,430 (13%)

Campaigns
$241,538 (10%)

Contributions - Corp. 
$317,567 (13%)

Contributions - Individuals 
$98,789 (4%)

In-Kind 
$154,026 (7%)

Programs 
$194,128 (8%)



Expense by 
Breakout Type

2023 BreakoutRevenue Breakout 
by Type

Grants
$294,430 (13%)

73%

17%

10%



Donor 
Honor Roll

We would like to 
recognize and thank our 

generous contributors

Visionaries ($50,000.00 - $249,999.99)	

Anonymous

Arylessence Foundation Inc

Kurt and Tammi Belcher

Garrett Family Foundation

Bill and Casandra Oldham and Oldham Global

Warne Family Charitable Foundation (Erautt)

Warne Family Charitable Foundation (Roberts)

Leaders ($25,000.00 - $49,999.99)

Keith and Denise Banning

Leyda Bequer

DevTo Support Foundation

IonCleanse

Lisa Lisherness

Jeremy Roma

Rossignol Medical Center/ Dr. Dan and Lanier Rossignol

Spectrum Awakening

The Smidt Family Foundation

Wilfred M. and Janet A. Roof Foundation

Wright Ford Young & Co.

Innovators ($10,000.00 - $24,999.99)

123HBOT

Aeyla Family Foundation 

Albertoli Charitable Initiative

Anonymous

Autism Learning Partners 

Beacon Day School

Adam and Daphne Bold

Dan and Vicki Carney

Caught Fish Foundation

Eugene and Carol Choi

Christopher and Pamela Jung

Lee Ann Concienne

Craig and Hillary Courtemanche Charitable Fund

Mike and Suzanne Doucette

Steve and Laurie Duncan

Cody and Keely Erautt

FlowerChild Holding Company LLC

Meg Gill

Grit Cycle

Frank and Julieta Hettmann

Inland Regional Center

J&J Foundation

Margaret and Don Jervis

Inna and Norman Jones

Kamehameha Schools Bernice Bishop

Larry & Helen Hoag Foundation

Will and Lindsey Leahy

Erich Kreidler and Jaya Marancenbaum

Greg and Carla Matthews

Ross Mitchell

O.L. Halsell Foundation

Regional Center of Orange County

Robby and Bina Saggu

Gregory and Cara Shelton

Sprintray

Sunwest Bank

Tenant Inc.

Advocates ($5,000.00 - $9,999.99)

A THREE Artists Agency

Glen and Lisa Ackerman

Adams and Associates

Aldrich Family Fund

Autism Spectrum Consultants

Allan Bakalar

Johanna Van Beek

William and Patty Chatham

Chubb and Son

CommerceWest Bank

CompuVac Industries

Corbino Family Foundation

Patti and Robert Cross

Dunbar Real Estate Investment Management

EEG To Go

Fair Ways for Youth

Functional Genomic Analysis

Jonathan and Celena Hallstead

Todd Vande Hei and Alice Nguyen

Home Loans for Autism

Houston Enzymes

IOActive Inc

KAISER PERMANENTE

Kim Yang-Uk and Steve Anter

Tyler and Samantha Larsen

Lifetrients

Craig Manchester

Maryland Autism Golf Tournament

Elizabeth and Mike McCoy

Meristem 

Gail and Joseph Mona

Kathryn Morris

Bryan and Kari Mullins

Cynda and Mark Ontiveros

Christopher Price

Quicksilver Scientific

RTM Law/ Ramin Montakab

San Diego Regional Center

Stuhley Charitable Foundation

Sue J. Gross Foundation

Jim and Leslie Sullivan

The Mindel Family Foundation

The Smith Group

Thompson-Tarman Family

Gregg and Barbara Vorwerck

Wells Fargo Advisors

MasTec West

Barry and Karen White

5000 Level ($2,500.00 - $4,999.99)

Amazon Smile Foundation

Axial Therapeutics

Mario and Cristin Biundo

Scott and Anna Blum

Typically Blush

Chris and Sally Edwards Bull

George and Tess Cairncross

William Cary

Mercedes Chocek

College Living Experience

Dana and Michael Colosimo

Eastern Los Angeles Regional Center

Ed and Diana Figueroa

First Foundation Bank

First Harvest Foundation

Emily and Pete Grant

John Heffernan

Hyperbaric PHP Bill Schinoier

Kindred Communication

Matt Schulte

Miracle Foundation Fund

Neuro Needs, LLC

New Beginnings Nutritionals

Norman and Susan Abazoris Foundation

Ohsiek Family Charitable Fund

Optumcare Holdings, LLC

Andrew Palmer

Ratner Family

Manny Sacapano

San Gabriel/ Pomona Regional Center

Tom and Amanda Schmidt

Simple Spectrum Supplements

Simpson Chevrolet



SoCalGas Community Investment Fund

Speech & Language Development Center

Spoiled Rotten Photography

Stark

Stradling Inc.

Terry Taylor

United Healthcare Services, Inc.

Terry and Debbie Villegas

Casey and Brooke Wallace

Shawn and Lonna Washer

Lance Watkins and Susan Wickstrand

Whitecap Enterprises/Autism First

Chase Wilson

2500 Level ($1,000.00 - $2,499.99)

Michael and Karrie Adams

Tim and Rose Adams

Sukkyung Allen

Amen Clinics Inc

Arctic Services

Ani and George Azadian

Doug and Victoria Banning

Beauty Society with Jamie Davis

Steve and Lynn Bender

Grisel Bequer

Brain Reconnection Inc

Anne and Josh Bui

Joel Calderon

Mr. and Mrs. Chang

Derek and Lisa Chinn

David and Linda Chou

CompTIA

Josh Cooper

John Cox

Stephanie and Jamie Curulewski

Lisa Daijo

David J. and Cindy L. LaRue Charitable Fund

Nicky Deleon

Carey Devor

Anne and Park Dietz

Dave and Terri Donnelly

Charles Eaton

Jeanmarie Elkern

Sarah Elliott

Gustavo Esquivel

John and Veronica Fernandez

Fivo Christianakis

Lina Fontaine

Michael Franklin

Ryan and Holly Gaglio

Geraldine Cafaro

Arie Grajeda

Joe and Jen Hadsell

Harbor Regional Center

John Helm

Malarie Iversen

Christopher and Fiona Ivey

Jane Wollaston

Brad and Kate Jarvis

JelikaLite Corp

Jordan Fund

Kendra Scott

Udyan Khanna

Kirkman

Kelly and Dave Lalor

Lanterman Regional Center

Law Office of Mathew Storey, APC

Leon Level

Daren and Gina Lipinsky

Nancy and Tim Loskill

Jaime Lowry

Alfred Lutter and Amanda Ackerman

Manbir Sandhu

Tanya Martinez

Christopher Masone

McCormick and Company

Sherry Michael

Microsoft

Christopher and Desiree Mills

Mission Uplift Life

Mo Better Fund

David Mosikian

James and Bethany Nixon

NJ State Council Knights of 
Columbus

Sue and Paul O’Connor

Spencer Oliver

Kevin O’Neal

Eugene O’Neal and Ingrid O’Neal

O’Neal Family Trust

Michael and Jodi Ottman

Passaic County Sheriff’s Office

PatchMD

Payrunner Payroll, Inc

Jessica and Mike Postil

Todd Quinn

David and Lisa Quizon

Laura Rattner

Religen Inc

Mark Rhyme

Mark and Maureen Ritchart

Roccasecca Investments

Roman Empire ABA Services, Inc

Bill and Diana Sanderson

Cheryl and Bob Sears

Michael and Carole Stanley

Jennifer Steffens

Tasty Options

The Lapin Foundation, Inc.

Nolan Thompson

Thompson Autism & Neurodevelopmental Center at 
CHOC

Paris and Greg Tippin

Steve and Natalia Tracy

True Healing Naturals

Shannon Urrutia

John and Carmen VanDyck

VMware Foundation

Suzi and Roy Zaki

In-Kind Donors

Mari Aceves, EdD, DSW, BCBA

Tim Adams, Esq

Katie Anawalt, MS, CCC-SLP

Patti Andrich, MA, OTR/L, COVT, CINPP

Gabi Belfort, MD, PhD.

Kenneth Bock, MD

Meredith Brand SLP

Julie Buckley, MD

Diana Pastora Carson, MeD

Katie Dahlgren, ND

Debbie Dobbs, Esq

Damian Fragoso, Esq

Richard Frye, MD

Dawnmarie Gaivin, RN, AT-ACP, S2C Practitioner

Krista Gibert, BCBA

Darlene Hanson, SLP 

Brain Hauser, MS

Hi-Times Liquor

Holland Hothan, BCBA

Devin Houston,  PhD

Keith Howard, Esq

Darin Ingels, ND, FAAEM, FMAPS

Dr. Rebecca Jackson

DJ Jeyaram, Esq 

Sarah Ketsy, MA, BCASE

Arthur Krigsman, MS

Mary Lang, PhD

Lifetrients

Julie Logan, DC 

Rochelle Matthews-Somerville Phd

Elizabeth McCoy, Esq

Sonia McGowan, DC

Merch Source

Bob Miller, CTN

Robert Naviaux, MD 

Erica Pierson, ND 

Brittany Rader, Med

Dr. Katie Reed, PH.d

Roar Organic

Michelle Rooney, PT

Lanier Rossignol, BSN FNP-C

Dan Rossignol, MD FAAFP 

Drew Rubin, DC

Chris Shade, Phd

Willaim Shaw, PhD

Anju Usman Singh, MD, FAAFP, FMAPS 

Jared Skowron, ND

Barry Smeltzer, MPAS

Cami Smith, MT-BC

Debbie Spengler MS, LMFT

Crystal Stanford, Med

Matthew Storey, Esq

Dr Theo, BA, MS, MPhil, PhD, MD, FAAAAI

Jessica Tran, ND

David Velkoff, MD

Ty Vincent, MD

Elizabeth Vossler, SLP

Niagra Water

Judy Van de Water, Phd

Sara Weirch, OT

Lindsey Wells, ND

Mark Woodsmall, Esq 

Kristina Wroten, BCBA

Sherry Yafai, MD

                   



www.tacanow.org

We are families with autism helping families with autism.


